
Calendar
~for holidays where lamb or goat meat is part of the traditional holiday feast~

NOTE: We do not guarantee the accuracy of these dates. If you have production decisions to
make based on dates, double-check dates with a second source. Please check with your specific
buyers about the type of lamb or goat they want. The listings here are broad generalizations. It
is important to know your particular buyer’s demands and at what weights they start to penalize
or reject animals.

Passover (Pesach) starts at sundown:

 2018 March 30th – April 7th
 2019 April 19th - April 27th
 2020 April 8th – April 16th

Typ e of lam b wante d - 30-55 lb s, m ilk fe d and fat.

Western Roman Easter:

 2018 April 1st
 2019 April 21st
 2020 April 12th

Typ e of lam b wante d - 30-45 lb slive we igh t, m ilk fe d and fat.

Typ e of goat wante d - Fle sh y, m ilk fe d kidswith re lative ly ligh t colore d m e at, 3 m onth sold or
younge r. Suckling kidswe igh ing le ssth an 20 lb sare ge ne rally disap p ointing to b uye rsdue to
low m e at to b one ratiosand h igh carcassdrying losse snow th at th e y m ust b e m arke te d with th e
h ide off. Kidsgaining le ssth an 10 lb sp e r m onth or 1/3rd p ound p e r day afte r accounting for
b irth we igh t are ge ne rally not fle sh y e nough to b e conside re d p rim e . Prim e Easte r kidsare
ge ne rally gaining at le ast 1/2 lb daily. Th e re ge ne rally isa sligh t p rice (p e r lb of live we igh t)
p e nalty for kidswe igh ing ove r 40 lb s. Acce p tab le we igh tsge ne rally range from 20 to 50 lb swith
30 lb sconside re d op tim um b y m ost b uye rs.

Culladult anim alsare also p op ular for ste wsand currie sat th istim e .

Eastern Orthodox Easter:

 2018 April 8th
 2019 April 28th
 2020 April 19th

Typ e of lam b wante d - 40-55 lb slive we igh t, m ilk fe d and fat.



Typ e of goat wante d - Sim ilar to W e ste rn Easte r kids. A sligh tly large r m ilk fe d kid (i.e .
ave raging 35 lb s) isconside re d op tim um .

Mother’s Day:

 2018 May 13th
 2019 May 12th
 2020 May 10th

Typ e of lam b or kid wante d - Suckling lam b sand kidsare in de m and aswe llas45 to 60 lb
we ane d m arke t lam b sand kids. Be cause of th e sh ortage of m arke t lam b sand kidswe igh ing 60
lb sor m ore in m id May, p rice sare som e tim e sh igh for th e se large r young anim alsaswe ll.

Start of Ramadan:

 2018 May 16th
 2019 May 6th
 2020 April 24th

Typ e of lam b wante d –W e ane d m arke t lam b 60-80 lb s.

Typ e of goat wante d - m ale and fe m ale kidswith allth e ir m ilk te e th (i.e . not olde r th an @ 12
m onth s). Male scan b e wh ole or castrate d. Ove rly fat kidsare discrim inate d against. Op tim um
live we igh t isab out 60 lb sb ut we ane d kidsfrom 45 - 120 lb s. are acce p te d b y diffe re nt b uye rs.

Id al Fitr (The Festival of the Breaking of the Ramadan Fast):

 2018 June 15th
 2019 June 5th
 2020 May 24th

Typ e of lam b wante d - sam e asfor Ram adan.

Typ e of goat wante d - sam e asfor Ram adan.

Rosh Hashanah, starts at sundown:

 2018 Sept 9th – 11th
 2019 Sept 29th - 31st
 2020 Sept 18th – 20th

Typ e of lam b wante d - Fore quarte rsfrom we ane d lam b s60-110 lb s.



Navadurgara, Navratra Dashara, Dassai or Dashain

 2018 October 9th – 23rd
 2019 Sept 29th – Oct 12th
 2020 Oct 17th – 30th

Hinduh oliday h onoring th e godde ssDurga. In Ne p alth e h oliday runsfor 15 dayswh ile in India
it runsfor 10 days. Goatsare ge ne rally slaugh te re d during th e latte r p art of th e h oliday afte r
wh ich fam ilie sm e e t toge th e r and ce le b rate with currie d goat wh ile re ce iving fam ily b le ssings.
Fe m ale goatsare not acce p tab le for th ish oliday. Re lative ly te nde r m ale goatsare ge ne rally use d.
Size of carcassde p e ndson num b e r of p e op le e x p e cte d to b e fe d. W e ane d, m arke t kidsor
ye arling we th e rsare m ost in de m and.

Id al Adha (Islamic Festival of Sacrifice, Eid)

 2018 August 22nd
 2019 August 12th
 2020 July 31st

Typ e of lam b wante d –60-80 lb s. Howe ve r, h e avie r old crop lam b sare also in de m and and m ay
com m and th e sam e p rice asne w crop lam b s.

Typ e of goat wante d - Pre fe r ye arlings(i.e . anim alswith one se t of adult te e th ) th at are b le m ish
fre e . Large kids60 - 100 lb salso in de m and.

Anim alswith b roke n h orns, op e n wounds, torn e arsor p h ysicalinjurie sge ne rally do not m e e t
th e crite ria. In som e case s, castrate d anim alsor lam b swith docke d tailsare frowne d up on.

Muharramn (Islamic New Year):

 2018 September 12th
 2019 September 1st
 2020 August 20th

Typ e of lam b wante d - sam e asfor Ram adan.

Typ e of goat wante d - sam e asfor Ram adan.

Diwali (Festival of Lights):

 2018 Nove m b e r 7th
 2019 Octob e r 27th
 2020 Nove m b e r 14th



Other holidays wh e n goat m e at iscom m only consum e d include Ch ristm as(De ce m b e r 25th ),
Ne w Y e ar’s(Jan 1st), Cinco De Mayo (May 5th ), th e July 4th we e ke nd, and th e num e rous
Carib b e an h olidaysin August - Carnival, Carife st, Jam aican Inde p e nde nce Day, e tc.

The Christmas and New Year’s market isfor m ilk fe d kidsand lam b s. Th e se young anim als
are rare , b e cause th e y m ust b e p roduce d b y out-of-se ason b re e ding in Ap ril/May for
Se p t/Octob e r b irth s. Kidsand lam b sasligh t as18 lb sm ay b e re adily acce p te d. Culladult
anim alsare also p op ular for ste wsand currie s.

Th e Hispanic market for goat isfor 15 to 30 lb live wt suckling kidsfor cab rito, and large
we ane d m arke t kidsfor se co de ch ivo and b arb e cue s. It ise sp e cially strong in som e re gions
during Cinco de Mayo (May 5th ), a p op ular Me x ican h oliday ce le b rating th e victory of Me x ican
Force sove r th e Fre nch at th e Battle of Pue b la in 1862.

Goatsand sh e e p for July 4th weekend are anim alssuitab le for b arb e cue , ge ne rally suckling
lam b sand kidsfor sm allp artie sand we ane d m arke t lam b sand kids55 to 120 lb s. for large
ce le b rations.

Op tim algoatsfor th e Caribbean holidays are young, sm e lly 60-80 lb b ucks. Howe ve r, olde r
anim alsof allse x e sare ofte n in de m and and custom e rsm ay p re fe r to b uy th e m rath e r th an p ay
th e e x tra p rice for p rim e young b ucks.

Th e Chinese market for goat according to Frank Pinke rton, Ph D, is"lim ite d to th e six colde r
m onth s”e sp e cially around th e Ch ine se Ne w Y e ar. Th e p re fe rre d we igh t range is60 to 80 p ounds
live , and goatsin good h e alth are re quire d."



SheepGoatMarketing.info wasoriginally funde d b y USDA at Corne llUnive rsity. It h assince b e e n up date d and im p rove d
with funding from th e North e ast SARE p rogram , Corne llSm allFarm sProgram , and th e Corne llDe p t. of Anim alScie nce .

Edited and updated. Source: http://www.sheepgoatmarketing.info/calendar.php


